












“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

– Matthew 28: 18-20 –





mathetes = learner



mathetes = learner

mathetes = learner of Jesus



“May you be covered in the dust of your Rabbi”

- Ancient Jewish blessing 



mathetes = learner

mathetes = learner of Jesus

mathetes = apprentice of Jesus







“Discipleship is caught, not taught”
– Mike Breen –





Learning through imitation



“I am writing this not to shame you but to 
warn you as dear children. Even if you had 
ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do 
not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus 
I became your father through the gospel. 
Therefore I urge you to imitate me.”

– 1 Cor 4: 14-17 –



“You are to imitate me, just as I imitate Christ”

– 1 Cor 11: 1 –



information

imitationinnovation





“By three methods we may learn wisdom.
First, by reflection, which is noblest; 

Second, by imitation, which is easiest; 
Third, by experience, which is the 

bitterest.

Confucius

“By three methods we may learn wisdom.
First, by reflection, which is noblest. 
Second, by imitation, which is easiest. 
Third, by experience, which is the 
bitterest.”

Confucius



Yes, but… how? 



Posture of humility



Posture of courage



Posture of humility



“There’s a myth that learning is for young people.
As the proverb says, ‘It’s what you learn after you 

know it all that counts.’”

Quote from John Gardener, 1964



Pray

Serve In Community

Ask

Invest



Posture of courage





“It sounds bold to say ‘Follow 
me. I’m found!’ But that 

is exactly the type of boldness 
that we are to attain, as we 

become more like 
Christ ourselves.”

Dallas Willard



“You don’t have to be a perfect example, 
but a living one”

Mike Breen



“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples.” 

– Matthew 28: 18-20 –



mathetes = apprentice of Jesus



Learning through imitation
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