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What do the 
pearls mean to 
in Jesus’ story?



1 JOHN 4: 7-12 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 
friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 

seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete 
in us.





Some of the most hard-won 

pearls of wisdom that humans 

are capable of often come from 

foreign bodies in our system; 

thigs we don’t want or didn’t 

ask for. Things we’d do 

anything to rid ourselves of or 

have cut away. But when 

they’re not; when they stay 

despite all, and we have to 

learn to live with them – even 

learn from them, grow into 

them and around them –

even learn from them, grow 

into them and around them –

then there are pearls to be 

harvested. Beautiful insights. 

Deep wisdom. 4-dimensional 

love. States of being that only 

come from walking through 

the storm and sitting with the 

pain. 
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who are the pigs?



Jesus



Man with leprosy
(a terrible disease)

Eww...
Don't touch 

him!
He smells



Nope, not a pig. 



Centurion
(Roman occupier with power)

Eww...
Pig! Dictator!!



Nope, not a pig. 



Tax Collector 
(supposed to be on your 

team but kicking goals for 
the other side)

Eww...
Traitor! Scum!!



Nope, not a pig. 



Demon-possessed men
(crazy, naked, dangerous)

Eww...put 
some 

clothes on!

Don't touch 
them!

Crazy 
people



demons



pig pig

people
His!



GOD is LOVE

What is 
love?

What is 
freedom?

What is sex /
sexuality?

What is 
gender?

What is marriage / 
singleness?
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KEEP ANCHORED HERE



GOD is LOVE

What is 
love?

What is 
freedom?

What is sex /
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What is 
gender?

What is marriage / 
singleness?

...from here we 
see with 

Jesus eyes!

KEEP ANCHORED HERE



How do we love l ike Jesus?
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Encouragements: Seek the gift

• Ask, seek & knock - it will be given 
to you! (Matt 7: 8)Ask God, he 
wants to give you his gift of love! 
(Matt 7: 9!)
• It doesn't come easily - its a 

narrow gate; the pearl is hard won 
(Matt 7: 13)

Deep Listening

• Listen, deeply (especially to those 
you find it hard to love) 
• Others are a 'part of me I do not 

yet know' (Valerie Kaur)
• It isn’t about letting go of what you 

think; its about seeing the way 
God sees.
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