




LONGING FOR LOVE
A series on love, sexuality and gender



GOD is LOVE

What is love?

What is freedom?

What is sex / sexuality?

What is gender?

What is marriage / 
singleness?

CHRISTIAN   
ORTHODOXY



WHAT IS GENDER?



`

THE BIBLICAL IMAGINATION 

- God made us male and female, not gender fluid; 

- We are wonderfully equal and complimentary, not identical and competitive; 

- Sex and gender are interconnected, not fragmented and compartmentalised; 

- Binary is beautiful;  

- We can discover our masculinity and femininity in and through God.





“This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens … The Lord God formed a man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living being.” 

— Genesis 2: 4, 7 —



“Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Now the Lord God 
had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he 
would name them; and whatever the man called each living 
creature, that was its name. So the man gave names to all the 
livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for 
Adam no suitable helper was found.” 

— Genesis 2: 18-20 —



“ So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and 
while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then 
closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a 
woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. 
 The man said, 
“This is now bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called ‘woman,’ 
    for she was taken out of man.” 

— Genesis 2: 21-22 —



“ That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is 
united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.” 

— Genesis 2: 23-25 —



MALE AND FEMALE



EQUAL AND 
COMPLEMENTARY



GENDER IS FOUND IN GOD









GENDER IS FOUND IN GOD



“God created human beings as “male and female.”  
Not androgynous and asexual. We’re not interchangeable. 

Every cell in our bodies is stamped XX or XY.  
Gender is literally in our DNA.” 

— John Mark Comer in Loveology —



CAN YOU SEE THE BEAUTY IN GOD’S VISION FOR 
MALE AND FEMALE?



COMPETING VISIONS



“The secular West has given up on God as the maker in whose 
image humans are created. Likewise, the culture has all but 
given up on the idea that men and women are different and 

that they are so by God’s design. In the West, male and female 
are not creation categories. They are simply identities that we 

learn from culture.” 

— Denny Burk in What Is The Meaning of Sex? —



Gender 
Boxes

Gender 
Fluidity



GENDER  
BOXES





Cultural traits associated with masculinity: 

- winning 

- risk-taking 

- violence 

- playboy 

- self-reliance 

- power over women 

- pursuit of status 

Daring Greatly by Brene Brown 



Cultural traits associated with femininity: 

- nice 

- modest (not call attention to abilities) 

- thin and pretty 

- be domestic and care for children 

- invest in romantic relationship 

- sexual but in one relationship 

- invest resources in appearance 

Daring Greatly by Brene Brown 





CHOOSE YOUR OWN MALE STEREOTYPE 

- The powerful, always-in-a-business-suit, I-have-everything-I-want type of 
man? 

- The footy-fanatic, drink-a-six-pack-of-beer-every-night type of bloke? 

- The young executive who rides-to-work-on-an-electric-scooter-and-drinks-
latte-from-a-keep-cup type of guy? 

- The 007, stylish, tough, smooth, womanising man? 

- The stay-at-home, grow-organic-vegetables and coach-school-soccer dad? 

- The softly-spoken, avoid-labels-but-wear-skinny-jeans-with-designer-glasses 
type of hipster?



CHOOSE YOUR OWN FEMALE STEREOTYPE 

- The smart, educated, I-have-my-act-together professional, with just-a-little-
bit-of-makeup-but-not-too-much? 

- The loyal, supportive, stay-at-home mum-who-brews-Kombucha after 
packing-hubby-lunch-each-day? 

- The grungy, I-don’t-give-a-rats-about-what-anyone-thinks type of girl who 
wears black and looks sad on Instagram? 

- The tan, model-thin, aloof sex goddess that men trip over? 

- The all-natural, outdoorsy, no-makeup-at-all girl who spends her time hiking 
and adventuring? 

- The capable, sensitive, professional, fit, fashionable doctor with three degrees 
and perfect kids?







Is your masculinity or 
femininity found in 
God, or in a culture-
bound box?



GENDER  
FLUIDITY







“What does it FEEL like to be a 
WOMAN?



“Why should feeling like a 
woman— whatever that means 

— make someone a woman? 
 

Why do our feelings determine  
reality, above everything else?”

— Ryan Anderson —



“At the core of the ideology is the 
radical claim that feelings 

determine reality. From this idea 
come extreme demands for 

society to play along with 
subjective reality claims.” 

— Ryan Anderson in When Harry 
Became Sally —



GENDER 
BOXES

GENDER 
FLUIDITY

MAN + WOMAN 
FORMED AND FOUND 

IN GOD



“I am my sexuality and my spirituality. These are not two 
warring parties, desperately seeking to have control of me. I 

am not two persons. I am not a body in opposition to my spirit. 
I am a spirit as well as a body and, for me to live well, I must be 

spiritually well." 

— Michael Frost in Longing For Love —



What do we lose when humanity 
becomes a heart, mind, body and 

soul fragmented into parts?  
 

Why should our feelings determine 
reality? 



A LOVING RESPONSE?


























